
Library / The Piping Fisherman

LESSON PLAN

The Piping Fisherman
GRADES

9+

TIME

50 min

READING LEVEL

5

Lesson flow

5 15 15 10 5

5 min

Opening Hook

Begin with a brief discussion on the concept of authenticity. Ask

students if they can think of a time when someone claimed to possess a

quality but failed to demonstrate it.

15–20 min

Story Exploration

Read "The Piping Fisherman" aloud to the class. After reading, engage

students in summarizing the key events and characters, emphasizing

the moral lessons.

15 min

Analysis Exercises

- Divide students into small groups to discuss the motivations of the

editor and how they changed throughout the story.

10 min

http://localhost:3100/en/stories
http://localhost:3100/en/story/the-piping-fisherman


Application/Reflection

Have students reflect individually on a quality they claim to possess.

They will write a short paragraph on how they can better embody that

quality in their daily lives.

5 min

Assessment Strategy

Conclude with a quick quiz or exit ticket where students write down

one lesson they learned from the story and how they plan to apply

STORY OVERVIEW

Title and Moral/Theme: The Piping Fisherman - True success

comes from embodying qualities rather than merely claiming

them.

Plot Summary: The story revolves around an editor who

frequently boasts about the purity, enterprise, and fearlessness of

his newspaper, yet struggles to gain readers. Realizing the futility

of claims without substance, he decides to genuinely embody

these qualities, leading to a surge in subscribers and the eventual

success of his paper.

Key Characters and Their Significance:

The Editor: Represents the figure who learns that genuine

qualities lead to real success, contrasting with superficial

claims.

Rivals: Illustrate the competitive nature of the industry and

the allure of success that comes from true merit rather than

empty boasts.



LESSON FUNDAMENTALS

Learning Objectives:

Students will understand the importance of authenticity in

personal and professional contexts.

Students will analyze character motivations and their

implications on the story's outcome.

Students will identify the moral lessons embedded in folklore

and moral stories.

Students will discuss the impact of claiming qualities versus

embodying them.

Students will create their own short stories inspired by the

themes of authenticity and success.

Discussion Questions:

1. What does the story teach us about the difference between

claiming qualities and truly embodying them?

2. How can we apply the lessons learned from this story in our

own lives?

3. In what ways do you think the editor's change in approach

affected his reputation and success?

Required Materials:

Copies of "The Piping Fisherman"

Whiteboard and markers

Paper and writing utensils for students

Projector (optional for visual aids)


