
Library / The Oxen and the Butchers

LESSON PLAN

The Oxen and the Butchers
GRADES

5–8

TIME

50 min

READING LEVEL

5

Lesson flow

5 15 15 10 5

5 min

Opening Hook

Share a funny story with a moral that highlights the importance of

thinking before acting. Discuss briefly how humor can aid in

understanding serious lessons.

15–20 min

Story Exploration

Read "The Oxen and the Butchers" aloud. Pause at key moments to

gauge student reactions and ensure comprehension.

15 min

Analysis Exercises

- Divide students into small groups to analyze the characters and their

motivations.

10 min

Application/Reflection

http://localhost:3100/en/stories
http://localhost:3100/en/story/the-oxen-and-the-butchers


- Students will write a short paragraph reflecting on a personal

experience where they had to make a choice between two negative

outcomes, relating it to the story's moral.

5 min

Assessment Strategy

- Conduct a quick quiz with 3-5 questions on the story’s plot, characters,

and moral.

1. STORY OVERVIEW

Title and moral/theme: The Oxen and the Butchers; Moral: Be

cautious when seeking to eliminate a known evil, as the

alternative may be worse.

Plot Summary: In a bid to rid themselves of the Butchers, who

pose a significant threat to their lives, the Oxen gather to

strategize. However, an old Ox warns them that while the

Butchers are indeed harmful, their skilled methods minimize

suffering. If the Butchers are eliminated, they may face worse

fates at the hands of unskilled butchers.

Key Characters:

The Oxen: Represent the collective voice of the oppressed,

showcasing the struggle for survival against threats.

The Old Ox: A wise character who understands the complexity

of their situation and warns against hasty decisions.

2. LESSON FUNDAMENTALS

Learning Objectives:



Students will explore the themes of caution and the

consequences of rash decisions.

Students will analyze the dynamics between oppressor and

oppressed in the story.

Students will relate the moral of the story to contemporary

issues.

Students will engage in critical thinking about the implications

of change.

Discussion Questions:

1. What does the story suggest about the nature of change and its

consequences?

2. Can you think of a real-life situation where eliminating one

problem led to a worse outcome?

3. How does the wisdom of the Old Ox apply to our everyday

decisions?

Required Materials:

Copies of the story "The Oxen and the Butchers"

Whiteboard and markers

Discussion handouts

Projector (if needed for multimedia content)

3. LESSON FLOW

Opening Hook (5 min): Share a funny story with a moral that

highlights the importance of thinking before acting. Discuss

briefly how humor can aid in understanding serious lessons.

Story Exploration (15-20 min): Read "The Oxen and the

Butchers" aloud. Pause at key moments to gauge student



reactions and ensure comprehension.

Analysis Exercises (15 min):

Divide students into small groups to analyze the characters and

their motivations.

Each group will create a character map highlighting the

significance of the Old Ox's wisdom.

Application/Reflection (10 min):

Students will write a short paragraph reflecting on a personal

experience where they had to make a choice between two

negative outcomes, relating it to the story's moral.

Assessment Strategy (5 min):

Conduct a quick quiz with 3-5 questions on the story’s plot,

characters, and moral.

4. SUPPORTING ELEMENTS

Extension Activities:

Research

 Original text available on the story page.


