
Library / The Jackdaw and the Fox

LESSON PLAN

The Jackdaw and the Fox
GRADES

2–8

TIME

50 min

READING LEVEL

4

Lesson flow

5 15 15 10 5

5 min

Opening Hook

Start with a brief discussion on hopes and dreams. Ask students to

share something they hoped for recently that did not come true.

15–20 min

Story Exploration

Read "The Jackdaw and the Fox" aloud. Pause to discuss key moments

and emotions throughout the story.

15 min

Analysis Exercises

In small groups, have students discuss the motivations of the jackdaw

and the wisdom of the fox. They can create a character map or role-play

the conversation.

10 min

Application/Reflection

http://localhost:3100/en/stories
http://localhost:3100/en/story/the-jackdaw-and-the-fox


Have students write a short paragraph reflecting on a personal

experience related to the story’s moral. How did they deal with

unrealistic hopes?

5 min

Assessment Strategy

Conclude with a quick round of sharing where students summarize the

moral in their own words.

STORY OVERVIEW

Title: The Jackdaw and the Fox

Moral/Theme: Hoping for something unattainable can lead to

disappointment and self-deception.

Plot Summary: In this heartwarming moral story, a jackdaw sits

on a fig tree, hoping for figs to ripen out of season. A fox observes

him and points out the futility of his hopes, emphasizing the

dangers of self-deception and unrealistic expectations.

Key Characters:

Jackdaw: Represents those who cling to unattainable hopes.

Fox: Symbolizes wisdom and practicality, serving as a voice of

reason.

LESSON FUNDAMENTALS

Students will understand the central moral of the story.

Students will analyze the characters' motivations and actions.

Students will discuss real-life applications of the story’s lesson.



Students will develop critical thinking through discussion

questions.

Students will create a personal connection to the moral through

reflection.

Students will express their understanding through creative

exercises.

Discussion Questions

1. What do you think the jackdaw was feeling as he waited for the

figs to ripen?

2. How does the fox's advice reflect a realistic view of hope and

expectations?

3. Can you relate to a situation in your own life where you hoped for

something unattainable? How did that turn out?

Required Materials

Printed copies of "The Jackdaw and the Fox"

Whiteboard and markers

Notebooks for reflection

Art supplies for extension activities

 Original text available on the story page.


