
Library / The Goods and the Ills

LESSON PLAN

The Goods and the Ills
GRADES

4–8

TIME

50 min

READING LEVEL

4

Lesson flow

5 15 15 10 5

5 min

Opening Hook

Begin with a brief discussion on the contrast between good and bad

experiences in life. Ask students to share a time when they faced a

challenge but found a lesson or good outcome from it.

15–20 min

Story Exploration

Read "The Goods and the Ills" as a class. Pause at key points to ask

students how they feel about the Goods and Ills and their interactions.

15 min

Analysis Exercises

Divide students into small groups to discuss the significance of the

characters. Each group will create a chart comparing the characteristics

of Goods and Ills.

10 min

http://localhost:3100/en/stories
http://localhost:3100/en/story/the-goods-and-the-ills


Application/Reflection

Have students write a short reflection on a time they experienced a

"Good" moment in their life, focusing on how it contrasted with

challenges they faced.

5 min

Assessment Strategy

Conduct a quick formative assessment by asking students to share one

insight they gained from the lesson, which will

STORY OVERVIEW

Title and Moral/Theme: The Goods and the Ills; The moral is that

while hardships and evils often come in overwhelming numbers,

goodness and virtues are bestowed individually and require

discernment to be recognized and appreciated.

Plot Summary: In a world where Ills have overrun the earth, the

Goods plead with Jupiter to separate them from the Ills. Jupiter

grants their wish, allowing the Ills to come in groups while the

Goods enter human lives one by one. This sets a foundation for

understanding how virtues are less frequent but essential.

Key Characters and Their Significance:

The Goods: Represent virtues and positives in life, showing

that goodness is subtle and often overlooked.

The Ills: Symbolize hardships and negativity, illustrating how

challenges can be overwhelming and numerous.

Jupiter: The deity who embodies justice and order,

symbolizing the divine intervention in the balance of good and

evil.



LESSON FUNDAMENTALS

Learning Objectives:

Students will understand the themes of good vs. evil as

presented in the story.

Students will analyze the significance of individual virtues in

contrast to collective hardships.

Students will develop critical thinking through discussion and

reflection on moral stories.

Students will connect the moral of the story to their own

experiences and societal observations.

Discussion Questions:

1. How do you think the separation of Goods and Ills affects

human experience?

2. What examples can you find in your life where good has come

to you individually?

3. Why do you think the Ills come in groups, while the Goods

come one by one?

Required Materials:

Copies of the story "The Goods and the Ills"

Whiteboard and markers

Paper and pens for student reflections


