
Library / The Fishermen

LESSON PLAN

The Fishermen
GRADES

4–8

TIME

50 min

READING LEVEL

3

Lesson flow

5 15 15 10 5

5 min

Opening Hook

- Begin with a brief discussion about expectations in everyday life. Ask

students to share examples of times they were excited about something

that didn’t go as planned.

15–20 min

Story Exploration

- Read 'The Fishermen' aloud to the class. After reading, ask students to

summarize the story in their own words and identify key elements.

15 min

Analysis Exercises

- Divide students into small groups to discuss the characters' emotions.

Each group will identify the joys and sorrows experienced by the

fishermen and the old man.

10 min

http://localhost:3100/en/stories
http://localhost:3100/en/story/the-fishermen


Application/Reflection

- Have students write a short reflective piece about a personal

experience that relates to the themes of joy and sorrow, discussing what

they learned from it.

5 min

Assessment Strategy

- Collect students' reflective pieces to assess their understanding of the

moral and their ability to connect it to personal experiences.

STORY OVERVIEW

Title and Moral/Theme: The Fishermen; Moral: Joy and sorrow

are often intertwined, and expectations can lead to

disappointment.

Plot Summary: In this short moral story, a group of fishermen

excitedly hauls in their nets, anticipating a bountiful catch.

However, they are dismayed to find only sand and stones,

realizing that their high expectations led to great disappointment.

An old man in the group reminds them that joy and sorrow often

go hand-in-hand.

Key Characters and Their Significance:

The Fishermen: Represent the human tendency to hope and

expect outcomes, showcasing the emotional highs and lows of

life.

The Old Man: Acts as the voice of wisdom, teaching the

valuable lesson of accepting disappointment as a part of life.

LESSON FUNDAMENTALS



Learning Objectives:

Students will understand the relationship between

expectations and emotions.

Students will identify the moral of the story and how it applies

to their own lives.

Students will discuss the theme of joy and sorrow in various

contexts.

Students will analyze the characters' responses to

disappointment.

Students will create their own small moral stories that reflect

similar themes.

Discussion Questions:

1. How do expectations shape our experiences in life?

2. Can you think of a time when you felt joy or sorrow? How did

those feelings relate to each other?

3. What lesson can we learn from the old man's perspective on

joy and sorrow?

Required Materials:

Copies of 'The Fishermen' story

Whiteboard and markers

Paper and writing utensils

 Original text available on the story page.


