
Library / The Ass the Cock and the Lion

LESSON PLAN

The Ass the Cock and the Lion
GRADES

2–5

READING LEVEL

3

1. STORY OVERVIEW

Title and Moral/Theme: The Ass, the Cock, and the Lion; Moral:

False confidence can lead to perilous situations.

Plot Summary: In a straw-yard, an Ass and a Cock encounter a

hungry Lion. The Cock's crowing frightens the Lion away, leading

the Ass to feel overconfident. Mistakenly believing he can

confront the Lion, the Ass pursues him but ultimately meets a

tragic end. This heartwarming moral story illustrates how

misplaced confidence can lead to dire consequences.

Key Characters and Their Significance:

The Ass: Represents false confidence and naivety.

The Cock: Serves as a catalyst for the Lion's fear; symbolizes

wisdom and caution.

The Lion: Embodies danger and the consequences of

underestimating threats.

2. LESSON FUNDAMENTALS

Learning Objectives:
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Students will understand the moral implications of the story.

Students will identify the key characters and their roles in

conveying the theme.

Students will analyze the consequences of the Ass's actions.

Students will relate the story to real-life situations involving

false confidence.

Students will articulate personal reflections on lessons learned

from moral stories.

Discussion Questions:

1. What are the consequences of the Ass's false confidence?

2. How does the Cock's role change the dynamics of the story?

3. Can you relate a personal experience where overconfidence led

to a mistake?

Required Materials:

Copies of the story "The Ass, the Cock, and the Lion"

Whiteboard and markers

Paper for student reflections

Projector (optional for visuals)

3. LESSON FLOW

Opening Hook (5 min): Begin with a brief discussion on

confidence. Ask students to share a time when they felt overly

confident about something and what happened as a result.

Story Exploration (15-20 min): Read "The Ass, the Cock, and the

Lion" aloud. After reading, allow students to summarize the story

in pairs. Discuss the plot, characters, and moral.



Analysis Exercises (15 min): Divide students into small groups to

analyze the Ass's decisions. Each group will create a mind map

detailing the Ass's journey and identify points where his false

confidence led to problems.

Application/Reflection (10 min): Have students write a short

paragraph reflecting on a time when they or someone they know

experienced false confidence. Encourage them to relate it back to

the story.

Assessment Strategy (5 min): Conduct a quick formative

assessment through a Kahoot quiz or a show of hands to gauge

understanding of the story's moral.

4. SUPPORTING ELEMENTS

 Original text available on the story page.


