
Library / The Ass and the Mule

LESSON PLAN

The Ass and the Mule
GRADES

2–8

TIME

50 min

READING LEVEL

3

Lesson flow

5 15 15 10 5

5 min

Opening Hook

Begin with a brief discussion on the importance of helping others. Ask

students for examples of when they or someone they know helped

someone in need.

15–20 min

Story Exploration

Read the story "The Ass and the Mule" aloud. After reading, ask

students to summarize the key events and identify the main characters.

Discuss the setting and how it influences the story.

15 min

Analysis Exercises

Break students into small groups. Have each group analyze the

characters' decisions and the outcomes of those decisions. Encourage

them to think about how the story relates to the moral: "An ounce of

prevention is worth a pound of cure."

http://localhost:3100/en/stories
http://localhost:3100/en/story/the-ass-and-the-mule


10 min

Application/Reflection

Bring students back together and ask them to reflect on personal

experiences where they faced a choice to help or ignore someone in

need. Have them share their thoughts with a partner.

5 min

Assessment Strategy

Conduct a quick quiz or exit ticket where

STORY OVERVIEW

Title and Moral/Theme: The Ass and the Mule; The moral of the

story is that helping others in their time of need can prevent

greater burdens for oneself later on.

Plot Summary: In this engaging moral tale, a Muleteer travels

with an Ass and a Mule, both heavily laden. As they ascend a

steep mountain path, the Ass struggles under his burden and asks

the Mule for help. When the Mule refuses, the Ass collapses and

dies, leading to the Mule carrying both his and the Ass's load,

including the Ass's hide. This story highlights the consequences

of neglecting to help others.

Key Characters:

The Ass: Represents those who are overwhelmed and in need

of help.

The Mule: Represents those who are capable but choose to

ignore the needs of others, ultimately facing greater burdens.

The Muleteer: The facilitator of the journey, symbolizes the

consequences of inaction.



LESSON FUNDAMENTALS

Learning Objectives:

Students will understand the moral of the story and its

implications in real-life scenarios.

Students will analyze character motivations and the

consequences of their actions.

Students will reflect on personal experiences where they chose

to help or ignore others in need.

Students will engage in group discussions to deepen their

understanding of moral-based storytelling.

Discussion Questions:

1. What could the Mule have done differently to help the Ass?

2. How does the story illustrate the importance of helping others?

3. Can you relate to a situation where helping someone else also

benefited you? Share your experience.

Required Materials:

Copy of "The Ass and the Mule" story.

Whiteboard and markers.

Paper and pens for student reflections.

 Original text available on the story page.


