
Library / Religions of Error

LESSON PLAN

Religions of Error
GRADES

9+

READING LEVEL

5

STORY OVERVIEW

Title and moral/theme: Religions of Error - The hypocrisy and

self-righteousness often found in religious beliefs.

Plot summary: In a conflict-ridden area, a Christian learns about

violence between Buddhists and Mohammedans. Rather than

reflecting on the violence, he smugly concludes that only his

religion is true and peaceful, illustrating the folly of claiming

moral superiority while justifying animosity towards others.

Key characters and their significance:

The Christian: Represents self-righteousness and ignorance,

believing his faith is superior while overlooking the violence

caused by all religions.

The Dragoman: Acts as a neutral observer, highlighting the

absurdity of religious conflict without taking sides.

LESSON FUNDAMENTALS

Learning Objectives:
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Students will analyze the moral implications of religious

hypocrisy.

Students will compare the themes of this story with other

famous fables with moral lessons.

Students will discuss the consequences of self-righteousness in

various contexts.

Students will reflect on how animal stories with moral lessons

can convey similar themes.

Discussion Questions:

What does this story teach us about the dangers of claiming

moral superiority?

How do other cultures and religions face similar conflicts?

Can you think of any animal stories with moral lessons that

touch on the same themes of hypocrisy?

Required Materials:

Copies of the story "Religions of Error"

Whiteboard and markers

Paper and pens for note-taking

Examples of famous fables and animal stories with morals

LESSON FLOW

Opening Hook (5 min): Begin with a brief discussion on the role

of religion in society. Ask students what they think about the idea

of "my religion is better than yours." Write down their thoughts

on the whiteboard.

Story Exploration (15-20 min): Read the story aloud. Pause to

discuss key moments and ask students to share their initial



reactions. Why do they think the Christian feels justified in his

beliefs?

Analysis Exercises (15 min): Divide students into small groups.

Assign each group to identify instances of hypocrisy in the story

and relate them to real-world examples. Each group will present

their findings to the class.

Application/Reflection (10 min): Ask students to write a short

paragraph reflecting on how the themes of the story apply to

their own lives or current events. Encourage them to think about

the moral implications and how they can recognize and address

hypocrisy.

Assessment Strategy (5 min): Collect the reflection paragraphs as

a formative assessment to gauge understanding of the story's

themes and moral lessons.

SUPPORTING ELEMENTS

Extension Activities:

Research and present on a famous fable that addresses similar

themes.

Create a visual representation (e.g., a poster) illustrating

 Original text available on the story page.


