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An Unspeakable Imbecile

GRADES READING LEVEL
9+ 5

STORY OVERVIEW

e Title and moral/theme: An Unspeakable Imbecile; The futility of

defiance in the face of inevitable consequences.

¢ Plot Summary: In a courtroom, a Convicted Assassin is asked by
the Judge if he has anything to say before the death sentence is
passed. The Assassin cynically questions the value of his words
and ultimately chooses to insult the Judge instead, illustrating the
absurdity of his situation and the irrelevance of defiance when
facing inevitable fate.

* Key Characters:

¢ The Judge: Represents authority and the weight of justice,
emphasizing the seriousness of the situation.

* The Convicted Assassin: A figure of defiance and foolishness,
embodying the theme of futile rebellion against unavoidable

consequences.

LESSON FUNDAMENTALS

* Learning Objectives:


http://localhost:3100/en/stories
http://localhost:3100/en/story/an-unspeakable-imbecile

¢ Students will analyze the moral implications of the story.

e Students will discuss the significance of character actions and
dialogue.

¢ Students will explore the themes of defiance and consequence

in literature.

¢ Students will make connections between the story and real-life

situations.
e Discussion Questions:
e What does the Assassin's response reveal about his character?

e How does the Judge's reaction shape our understanding of

justice?

e In what ways does this story reflect the concept of
consequences for one’s actions?

¢ Required Materials:
* Copies of the story "An Unspeakable Imbecile"
¢ Whiteboard and markers

e Paper and pens for students

LESSON FLOW

* Opening Hook (5 min): Begin with a brief discussion on the
concept of consequences. Ask students to share any personal
experiences where their actions led to unavoidable outcomes.

* Story Exploration (15-20 min): Read the story aloud in class.
Encourage students to pay attention to character interactions and
the tone of the dialogue. After reading, ask for initial impressions.

e Analysis Exercises (15 min): Divide students into small groups to
analyze key passages. Each group should focus on character



motivations and the moral of the story. Have them prepare to

share their findings with the class.

e Application/Reflection (10 min): Facilitate a class discussion
about how the themes of the story relate to their own lives. Ask
students to think of times when they faced consequences for their

actions.

* Assessment Strategy (5 min): Conduct a quick assessment
through a short quiz or reflective write-up, asking students to
summarize the moral of the story and provide an example from
real life that illustrates it.

SUPPORTING ELEMENTS

e Extension Activities:

* Write a modern retelling of the story that incorporates
contemporary issues.

* Create a visual representation (e.g., a comic strip) that captures
the essence of the story and its moral.

e Differentiation Strategies:

* For advanced learners: Encourage

v Original text available on the story page.



