
Library / A Transposition

LESSON PLAN

A Transposition
GRADES

9+

TIME

50 min

READING LEVEL

5

Lesson flow

5 15 15 10 5

5 min

Opening Hook

Begin with a brief discussion on the importance of truth in

communication. Ask students if they've ever experienced a situation

where someone tried to please everyone but ended up causing

confusion.

15–20 min

Story Exploration

Read the story "A Transposition" aloud. Pause at key moments to gauge

student reactions and understanding. Discuss the characters and their

roles.

15 min

Analysis Exercises

Divide students into small groups to analyze the motivations of the

Jackass, Rabbit, and Coyote. Have each group present their findings and

discuss the implications of Coyote's actions.

http://localhost:3100/en/stories
http://localhost:3100/en/story/a-transposition


10 min

Application/Reflection

Students will write a short paragraph reflecting on a time they

witnessed or experienced a situation similar to the story's conflict. How

did it resolve? What was the impact of trying to please everyone?

5 min

Assessment Strategy

Collect reflections as a quick assessment of understanding.

Additionally, conduct an informal class discussion to evaluate

comprehension of the moral.

STORY OVERVIEW

Title and Moral/Theme: A Transposition; The moral of the story

is that sometimes, in seeking to please everyone, one can lose

sight of the truth and exacerbate confusion.

Plot Summary: In a sage-brush country, a Jackass and a Rabbit

engage in a humorous debate over their identities. Their

argument escalates until a passing Coyote offers a confusing

resolution that satisfies neither but pleases both animals

temporarily.

Key Characters and Their Significance:

Jackass: Represents the complexity of identity and the

tendency to take pride in one's nature.

Rabbit: Embodies the simplicity and innocence, yet also the

confusion that can arise from misunderstanding.

Coyote: A symbol of political maneuvering and the pitfalls of

trying to please everyone at once.



LESSON FUNDAMENTALS

Learning Objectives:

Students will understand the moral of the story and its

implications.

Students will identify key themes and character motivations.

Students will analyze the consequences of Coyote's attempt to

please both characters.

Students will reflect on how the story relates to real-life

situations where truth is obscured.

Discussion Questions:

1. What does the story suggest about the dangers of trying to

please everyone?

2. How do the characters' interactions reflect common

misunderstandings in communication?

3. In what ways can the moral of the story apply to modern social

interactions or politics?

Required Materials:

Copies of "A Transposition" story

Whiteboard and markers

Paper and pencils for notes and reflections

 Original text available on the story page.


